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Snazzy finished toy bags and change pads 

 
Notes 
·  I use a ½�  hem for stitching, and ¼�  for basting and topstitching.  
·  This is your project, so you can choose fabric you like. I generally use quilting cotton for the 

main (or shell) fabric and a heavier twill or canvas for the contrast (or lining) fabric. These 
are readily available, durable and machine washable. 

·  I pre-wash and iron all the fabric to pre-shrink and avoid any weird bunching or bubbling 
later. This is especially important when using fabrics of different weights. 

Materials: 
·  Toy bag 

o 24�  of heavy interfacing (I prefer nonfusible nonwoven interfacing) 
o 1 yard each of main and lining fabric 
o 1 ½�  x 3/4�  piece of velcro, both sides 
 

·  Change pad 
o 1/2 yard (or less) each of polar fleece and flannel 
o 24�  of ribbon (I like 3/8�  wide white grosgrain, but it’s your choice) 
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Finished bags, showing lining and exterior 

 
Pattern pieces: 
Wash and press your fabric, then cut out the pattern pieces: 

 

Piece A 

11 inches 

17 
inches 

19 
inches 

8 inches 

Piece B 
11 
inches 

4 
inches 

4 inches 

12 inches 

Cut 1 each of: 
- main 
- contrast 
- interfacing 
 

Cut 1 each of: 
- main 
- contrast 
- interfacing 
 

Strap Cut 1 each of:  - main 
                        - contrast 
 

3 ½  
inches 

30 inches 
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Bag assembly: 
·  Baste interfacing to main fabric (or iron on if you’re using fusible).  
·  Sew fuzzy velcro to the right side of contrast piece A: 

 
·  Sew prickly velcro to the right side of main piece B: 

 
·  Fold the top edge of the pocket down ¼�  and then ½�  to make a double-fold hem and stitch in 

place.  

Top 

4 ¾    
inches 

  1 ½  
inches 

Bottom 

4 ¾    
inches 

Pocket 
Cut 1 of 
contrast 
 

Change Pad 
Back 

Change Pad 
Front 

Cut 1 of: 
- polar fleece 
 

Cut 2 of: 
- flannel 
 

Cut 1 of: 
- contrast 
 
 

6 
inches 

5 inches 

11 
inches 

12 inches 

4 
inches 

7 ¼  
inches 

8 ¾  inches 8 ¾  inches 
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Pocket pinned, sewn and serged 

 
·  Serge or zigzag around the sides and bottom of the pocket to prevent fraying.  
·  Place the two strap pieces right side together and stitch along the long sides. Turn out.  
·  Press the strap flat.  
·  Press a 1/2 hem along the top edge of main and contrast piece B. 
·  Press a 1/2 hem along the sides and bottom of the pocket.  

 
½” hem on piece B and strap top-stitching  

 
·  Topstitch along the long edges of the strap, 1/4�  from the edge. 
·  Sew the pocket to the right side of contrast piece A: 

 
 
 

Top Bottom 

3 ½   
inches 

   2 
inches 

3 ½   
inches 
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·  Fold and pin the right sides of both right and left cutout edges on contrast piece B together 
and stitch, stopping ½�  from the bottom / side edge.  

 
 
·  Repeat previous step for both right and left cutout edges on main piece B.  
·  Sew the ends of the strap to the wrong side of contrast piece B. The contrast side of the strap 

fabric should be against the wrong side of piece B: 

 
 
·  Pin the wrong sides of main and contrast piece B together along the top edge (where the 

straps are attached). Top stitch about ¼�  from the top edge, sewing through the main, 
contrast, and straps. 

 
Main and contrast piece B, and straps, pinned toget her 

Fold 
1 

 inch 
1 
 inch 

2 
inches 

2 
inches 

Stitching Stitching 

½ inch 

Cutout 

Top 

Bottom 

Fold 
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·  Pin the right sides of the main pieces A and B together along the bottom edge and stitch, 

leaving ½�  on each end. The stitching should just meet the cutout stitching on both ends. 

 
Main pieces A and B, pinned together along the bott om edge 

 
·  This is where the magic happens. Pin the long sides of main and contrast piece A together, as 

well as the sides of piece B. If it were a sandwich it would be contrast A, right side up. Then 
contrast B, right side down. Then main B, right side up, and main A, right side down. The 
straps, front, and sides of the bag will be folded up inside along with the cutout folds. 

 
Long side edges pinned together, and interior view 

 
·  Stitch from the top down to the bottom of each long side, stopping ½�  from the bottom edge. 

The stitching should meet up with the cutout and bottom edge stitching.  
·  Trim the fold corners and the fold and bottom edges on both main and contrast. (see photo on 

the next page) 
·  Turn the bag out. Ta da, it looks like a bag!  
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Trimmed corners and edges, and turned out bag  

 
·  Fold a ½�  hem inside the bag along the raw edges at the top and pin.  
·  Top stitch starting from the place where pieces A and B join on one side of the bag, up the 

side to the top, across the top, and then back down to where pieces A and B join on the other 
side of the bag.  

 
Pinned top edge and detail of how to do topstitchin g 

·  Take a bow, you’ve made a bag! �   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rear of bag Topstitching 
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Change pad assembly: 
·  Place the main fabric on a flat surface, right side down. Centre the fleece and the two layers 

of flannel on the main fabric. The flannel should be on top. 
·  Fold each of the corners under diagonally, leaving about ¼�  sticking out from the corners of 

the fleece and flannel. 

 
Pieces of the change pad laid out, corners folded u nder  

 
·  Start with one corner, and fold the main fabric up over the fleece and flannel.  
·  On one side, fold the fabric down ¼�  and then ½�  forming a hem along the edge of the 

change pad and pin in place.  

 
Folded and pinned edge of the change pad 

 
·  Repeat the previous two steps until all four corners and sides are in place.  
·  While you’re doing this, keep the direction that you will be sewing in mind. If you’ll be 

sewing clockwise around the change pad, then make sure that at the corners the right overlaps 
the left. This will prevent the fabric from catching and you from using bad words.  



Page 9 

 
I did my top-stitching in a clockwise direction, so  I pinned the right side over the left 

 
·  Top stitch around the inside edge of the change pad hem.  
·  Cut a 20�  length of ribbon on the diagonal to prevent fraying.  
·  Centre the ribbon on the top edge of the back of the change pad (main fabric side). The 

middle of the ribbon should be at the middle of the top side, pinned along the line you just 
sewed.  

 
Pinned and finished change pad 

 
·  Sew back and forth across the ribbon a few times.  
·  You’re all done!  


